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Icebreaker Question: 
 What is your fondest high school memory? 1 

Into the Text Questions: 
 Read Nehemiah 2:1-19 

What was Nehemiah’s request (2:1-9)? Why might this be dangerous (Prov. 20:2)? What 
was the outcome (v. 8)? What might be a most important requirement of a leader (1 Sam. 
17:26)? What is the source of courage (1 Sam. 17:37)? How does humble service prepare 
one for great leadership? What other biblical examples can you think of in which an 
individual was a servant before he became a leader? Are some personalities more prone 
to humility? How does someone cultivate humility?  
 

Nehemiah responded by first affirming his loyalty to the king, then he said a silent prayer 
before he made a request (Neh. 2:2-4). How can we remember to pray silently before 
speaking when presented with an open door? Nehemiah had a specific plan in mind to 
present to the king (Neh. 2:5-6). How important is it to think things through as you are 
awaiting an open door (Prov. 21:5)? What types of things are you doing to prepare for 
open doors?  
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In Neh. 2:18-19, we see Nehemiah being laughed at. Has there ever been a time in your 
life when other people didn't understand what God was doing in your life? What did they 
do? What kind of effect did that have on your faith? Why was Nehemiah so confident that 
God would help him and the citizens of Jerusalem succeed (v. 20)?  
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Application Questions: 
 

Nehemiah waited three days before he took his first action on the items God had placed 
on his heart (Neh. 2:11-12). Do you pause before beginning a task God has put on your 
heart? In what ways can a pause be helpful (Mk. 6:30-32, Matt. 14:23, Lk. 6:12-13)? How 
would you respond to someone who claims that prayer is an excuse for inaction?  
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Read Jas. 2:14-17. James encourages us to live out our faith in tangible, practical ways. 
Why is your faith “dead and useless” if it isn’t put into action? In chapter 2 we see 
Nehemiah’s boldness. Are you bold like Nehemiah? What relationship or situation needs 
you to be bolder? How can your group be praying for you to be bolder this week? 
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