
 

 
 

Study Group: Leader Guide 
Acts 8 – March 18-24 

  

CHECK-IN 
 
An opportunity to show authentic community as we share the struggles and celebrate the 
victories we’ve experienced in the last week.  
 
 

STUDY 
Main Topics: Authenticity, evangelism, obedience, availability (?) 
 
Read Acts 8:1-25 

• What are the results of the execution of Stephen and the persecution that it 
brought? How does this result fit with Stephen’s message? 

• What was so amazing about Philip’s act of going to Samaria? What would be the 
equivalent of his bold ministry action today? 

• Did Simon really believe? (Comparing v. 13 with v. 21-23) What was Simon’s main 
problem? How can we avoid this problem in our life?  

 
Read Acts 8:26-40 

• What do we learn about sharing our faith from the story of Philip and the Eunuch? 
• What do we learn about the process of evangelism in this passage? (See an 

opportunity, take time, ask a question, explain scripture, provide other resources.) 
 
 

APPLY 
 

• Every time the early church encountered opposition, it was followed by bold 
proclamation of the gospel. How have you seen God work good things through a 
disaster? (Romans 8:28) 

• What prejudices do we have that affect our willingness to share the gospel? What 
do we seem to value more than other’s salvation? 

• How do we prepare ourselves for opportunities to share the Gospel with those 
God places in our lives? What’s holding you back from preparing? 

 
 

CLOSE 
 
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage? How should it change the way that 
you pray, think, speak or act this week?  
 

This content was sampled from Studies in the Book of Acts by Tim Keller 

	
 
 
 



 
 
Intro to the Content:  
 
Verse 13 says that “Simon believed and was baptized”, yet Peter says later that his heart 
is “not right with God” (v.21), which means that he is not a Christian. Some would say that 
Simon had been converted, but had fallen away from grace, and had lost his salvation. 
But Peter’s words in verse 23, “For I see you are (lit.) in the gall of bitterness and captive 
to sin” has the sense of “now I perceive your true state”. The best way, then to read v.13, 
is that Simon intellectually was convinced of the truth of Christ, but there was no real 
change of heart, no new birth.  
 
Why? Verse 19 shows that his interest was “this ability”. He saw the power to heal people 
physically and spiritually, and he wanted that power for himself. He had been a 
magician, and the work of a magician is to have power. Now in the gospel he saw a 
greater power, and he just wanted this for himself, too. In other words, Simon’s 
fundamental and basic heart attitude had not changed at all. He had just gotten into 
Christianity because he hoped to use it as a more effective way to rise up and get power 
over people. He was still, in a sense, trying to save himself and keep control of his life. 
The way he had always done that was through gaining power over people. Now he 
wanted to do this through this new religion.  
 
 
Reminders to Leaders: 
 

• This guide is to help you facilitate discussion with your Study Group.  
• Use it as a resource to lead your group in discovering and owning the truths of 

God’s Word.  
• There may be questions you do not want to use and there may be instances 

where you just want to focus on a particular point or truth.  
• Some questions may bring out emotions and cause people to dwell on their 

relationship with God. Your role is to facilitate this experience, not to complete 
the discussion guide.   

 
 
What are Groups? 
  
Groups at Boca Community fall into 1 of 3 categories: Study, Serve or Outreach.  
Each group consists of 8-16 people who encourage, challenge and care for one another 
as they walk through life together. 
 
A full list of Groups can be found at bocacommunity.org/groups 
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