
 

 
 

Study Group: Leader Guide 
Acts 22 – September 24-30 

CHECK-IN 
 
An opportunity to show authentic community as we share the struggles and celebrate the 
victories we’ve experienced in the last week.  
 

STUDY 
Main Topics: Testimony, Boldness, Prejudice 
 

• What was Paul’s condition at this point in Jerusalem? 
 
Read Acts 22:1-22 

• How is Paul’s speech well-designed for his audience and the situation? 
• What passages of Scripture show us how Paul was prepared for this time in 

Jerusalem? (Acts 14:19-20, 19:28-31, 21:10-15) 
• Why does the crowd suddenly raise their voices and shout at Paul when he 

mentions God sending him to the Gentiles? What is the history behind Gentiles 
and Jews? 

 
Read Acts 22:23-29 

• Compare the above passage with Acts 16:22-23, 37-39. Why does Paul mention 
his Roman citizenship to avoid flogging here when he did not do so in Philippi? 
What can we learn from this? (see Leader Notes) 

 

APPLY 
 

• Has anybody been seriously offended by what you said about your faith? In light 
of this passage, was it because of you or because they didn’t want to hear the 
truth? 

• What does it look like to share your testimony in a Christ-centered way? 
• Have you ever felt tempted to change or minimize your testimony based on the 

audience you were sharing it with? What fears are present in those moments? 
• What Scriptures encourage us to testify boldly about all that God has done? 
• How can we persevere amidst adversity and hostility like Paul does in this 

chapter? What Scriptures or thoughts have kept you going in difficult times? 
• Throughout this study on Acts we have seen prejudice between the Jews and 

the Gentiles. Since starting this study, have you realized or has God revealed any 
prejudices in your life? 

 

CLOSE 
 
Which attributes of God did you see in this week’s passage? How should it change the way that 
you pray, think, speak or act this week?  
 

This content was sampled from Studies in the Book of Acts by Tim Keller 

 



 
 
Leader Notes:  
 
There is a balance between sharing in Christ’s sufferings and calling out injustice when 
it is evident.  

• We know that Paul does not automatically assert his rights. 
o I Corinthians 6:7 
o Matthew 5:11-12 
o Self-interest and comfort were not his highest priority, rather it was the 

honor and promotion of the Gospel. 
• However, Paul does call for justice, and when he does, it is for the sake of Christ 

not solely for personal gain or comfort.  
• “In general, it is not loving to let someone sin against you; it is never loving to 

make it easy for someone to sin against you habitually. An unwillingness to 
speak up against it is probably cowardice or indifference. If you love the person 
who is caught in the sin (cf. Gal.6:1) and want to honor Christ whose law is being 
trampled on, we will regularly speak out when we are being violated — but 
never, never out of revenge and a desire to pay back or assert our power. But 
there will be times in which we will not assert our rights, when we know both 
God’s cause is better promoted or loving unity is better promoted when we keep 
our mouths shut.”  - Tim Keller p. 213-214 

 
 
Reminders to Leaders: 
 

• This guide is to help you facilitate discussion with your Study Group.  
• Use it as a resource to lead your group in discovering and owning the truths of 

God’s Word.  
• There may be questions you do not want to use and there may be instances 

where you just want to focus on a particular point or truth.  
• Some questions may bring out emotions and cause people to dwell on their 

relationship with God. Your role is to facilitate this experience, not to complete 
the discussion guide.   

 
 
What are Groups? 
  
Groups at Boca Community fall into 1 of 3 categories: Study, Serve or Outreach.  
Each group consists of 8-16 people who encourage, challenge and care for one 
another as they walk through life together. 
 
A full list of Groups can be found at bocacommunity.org/groups 
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