The Call

Part 4
Character




How! do I view: the world?
\WorEVIEW,

How dees thewoerd view me?
Characier

How dees God View me?
Calling

How doi | view God?
SpiftualfEermaton




Four Steps of a Medical Analysis

1. Obsenvations off SYMPTOMS

2. Diagnosis o DISEASE
3. Prognesis o CURE
4. Prescription for TREATMENT




-_ Four Steps ofa
Social/Spiritual Analysis
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1. The PROBLENM (Undesired Effect)

2. The CAUSE ofithe PROBILEM (The
Undesired Cause)

3. The SOLUNIONEHme: Desired Effect)

4. The CAUSE of'the SOLUTION (The
Desired Cause)




Typical Non-Christian
View of Life’s Issues

— |
1. The PROBILLEM - VICES

2. TThe CAUSE ofithel PROBLEM -
IGNORANCE

3.The SOLUNHION=VIRTUES

4. The CAUSE of'the SOLUTION -
KNOWLEDGE




T
The Christian View of Life’s Issues

1. The PROBIEENM =SPIRITUAL DISEASE
(Death)

2. The CAUSE offthe PROBLEM — SIN
(Sinful Nature)




The Christian View of Life’s Issues

3. The SOLUNION=SALVATION
(Restored relatienship with our Creator
God)

4, The CAUSE ofithe SOLUTION — FAITH
In the WORK OF CHRIST
(Redemption/Justification)




Good Character Is not the: Answer to the
Problem efilife; Itis the: result (or

conseguence) thatcemes; after the
Solutioni s caused (lhappens). Christian
Character fiows out ol faith in Christ.




‘| had hoped that my daughter would
grow. Up te e geed), but I only

succeeded nrnerneng good
mannered.”

Lord/ Bertram speaking endiscovering that his daughter had
abandoned herfamily and husbhand for an immoral affair.

“Mansfield Park™ by Jane Austin




Godliness Isimore than having

good character(@eed manners),
It IS reotediinra change of
character Whlch Cemes from a
new life inf Chnst (Salvation).




Reminders in Developing Good
Character

1. RememperinerZiace of

[DISCIpliRe

Asking God te assist us to do the
things that we normally: cannot do.




Reminders in Developing Good
Character

2. REmempeigSeliEDeceplion

Our utility: sin that assists all other
sinning




Reminders in Developing Good
Character

3. RemempesierDanger of
Moeralism

Judging ethers and distorting our
OWN SENSe ofi Importance (or
spirituality)




'Reminders in Developing Good
Character

4, RemembermatDiiferences
ViakerarDIierence

There IS a right and a wWreng




'Reminders in Developing Good
Character

5. RememperiDeEmonstration —
‘Practicenviainyeurpreach”

Animate your faith with good
character




Maximilian Kolbe




‘Many places to get a good list of
Character Qualities in the Bible

Sermon on the Moumnt
Ten Commandments
Book off Proverss

Old' Testament €haracters (Joseph, Daniel,
Esther;, RULh; ete:)

he Parables
'he Epistles
Jesus’ Sermons




" Eight Areas to Developing Good and
Godly Character

1. The Ministiyoefi Helding One’s

ffongue

James 3:2




" Eight Areas to Developing Good and
Godly Character

2. The Ministiyiei Mieekness

Matthew 5:5,9




" Eight Areas to Developing Good and
Godly Character

3. The Ministiy/oefi Listening

James 1:19




" Eight Areas to Developing Good and
Godly Character

4, The Ministiy ol iHelpiulness

Mercy Ministiies/ Senving
Ministries




" Eight Areas to Developing Good and
Godly Character

5. The Ministiy ol Bearing One

Another's Burdens”

Galatians 6:2; Ecclesiastes 4:10




" Eight Areas to Developing Good and
Godly Character

6. The Ministi/ el Preclaiming

Words off Encoluragement and
Woerds of Truth




" Eight Areas to Developing Good and
Godly Character

7. The Ministiy el Authority.

(a/kia IHumiliny)

Mark 10:41-43




" Eight Areas to Developing Good and
Godly Character

3. The Ministiy/ eff Reconciliation

James 5:16




Who Am |?

Who ami |2 ey eften tell me
| stepped firem my.cell’s confinement

calmly;, cheertliys firmly,
Like a squire: femrhis country-house.
Who am |2 TThey: eften tell'me | used to
Sspeak te my warden freely and
friendly’ and clearly,




Who Am |?

As thoughi it Were mine to: command.
Whoe am 12 ey alse tell me

| bore the daysieliimisioriune
Equally;, smiingly; preudly like ene
accustomed! e Win.




Who Am |?
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Am | thenreally allthat which other
men; tell 6172

Or am | enly whatifmyseli know: of
myselii?

Restless and Ion@ging and sick, like a
bird In a cage,




Who Am |?

Struggling fer kreatn, as;though
hands Were: conmpressing my. throat,

Yearning fier colers, e fiowers, for the
VOICES) Ofi PINAS;

Thirsting fier Werds of Kindness, for
neighboriiness,




Who Am |?

Toessing In expectation of great
events,

Powerlessly trempling for fiiends at
an infinite: distance,;

Weary andlempty: at praying, at
thinking, at making,

Faint and ready. to say. farewell to it all?




Who Am |?

Who ami |2 Tiis; er the: ether?
Am | ene perseniteday and temorrow.

another?

Am | bethr at enee? A hypocrite before
others,

And before myseliia contemptibly
woebegone weakling?




Who Am |?

Or Is something within me still like a
peaten army,

Fleeing inldiserdefiiem victory already
achieved?

Who am I2- ey meck me, these
lonely questions off mine.
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Whoever IFam, TTheulknowest, O God,
| am Thinel

Py Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Recommended Books

Benhoeffer:
RPasioer, Martyr, Prephet, Spy

=\ by: Eric Metaxas
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_'Recommended Books

LCife Tfegether
Py IDIetirich Bonhoeffer




