
 

 
 

Study Group: Leader Guide 
James 4:1-12 – September 23rd-29th  

 

CHECK-IN 
An opportunity to show authentic community as we share the struggles and celebrate the 
victories we’ve experienced in the last week.  
 

STUDY 
Main Topics: Motives, Submitting to God,  
 
Read James 4:1-12 

• How do these verses build on our discussion about peacemaking last week?  
(see Leader Notes) 

• Why does revenge never end in satisfaction? (v.1-2) (see Leader Notes) 
• What are some wrong motives that people use when speaking with God? 
• How is intentionally engaging nonbelievers different from pursuing friendship 

with the world? 
• When it says, “but he gives more grace,” what does James mean?                           

(I Thessalonians 5:24) 
• What does it look like to submit to God? 

o Why does James connect submission to God with resistance to the devil? 
• If God gives us immense joy, why does James call us to mourning? 

o Why does James use such strong language in verses 8-9? 
• What does it mean to not speak evil against one another or judge your neighbor 

according to verses 11 & 12? (see Leader Notes) 
o How does this connect with 1 Corinthians 5:12-13? 

 

APPLY 
• What causes fights and quarrels among you? 
• When have you run to God with wrong motives? 
• Have you ever blurred the line between loving God and befriending the world? 
• How have you seen God give you more grace as you fight against sin? (see 

Leader Notes) 
• How can you tell the difference between resisting temptation and entertaining 

temptation? 
• What does it look like for us to grieve and repent of our sin? 
• There are a lot of important issues here. Take a second and ask, what is God 

convicting you of right now?  
o Would any of you be willing to share with us? 
o How can we come alongside you? 

 

CLOSE 
Which attributes of God did you see in this week’s passage? How should it change the way that 
you pray, think, speak or act this week?  
 
 



 
Leader Notes:  

• Building on Peacemaking – This passage has many examples of how we don’t 
make peace well. The fights and quarrels in verse 1 are the result of worldly 
wisdom bearing its full fruit. Envy (Ch. 3:14,16) and covet (Ch. 4:2) are translated 
from the same word. 

 
• Revenge - Often times we may think we aren’t guilty of major sources of revenge 

such as murder, adultery, or embezzlement, but what are other ways we seek to 
get revenge on others that are just as rooted in sin? 

o Examples: verbally tearing down someone, trying to look better than or 
outdo the other person, discouraging somebody, etc. 

 
• More Grace – “What comfort there is in this verse! It tells us that God is tirelessly 

on our side. He never falters in respect of our needs, He always has more grace 
at hand for us... His resources are never at an end, His patience is never 
exhausted, His initiative never stops, his generosity knows no limit: He gives more 
grace.” (Motyer, James, 150) 

 
• Speak Evil & Judge – John MacArthur: 

o “4.11 speaks evil. This mean to slander or defame. James does not forbid 
confronting those in sin, which is elsewhere commanded in Scripture 
(Matt. 18:15-17; Acts 20:31; 1 Cor. 4:14…) Rather, he condemns careless, 
derogatory, critical, slanderous accusations against others (cf. Ex. 23:1; Ps. 
50:20; Prov. 10:18; 11:9; 26:28…) 

o speaks evil of a brother… speaks evil of the law. Those who speak evil of 
other believers set themselves up as judges and condemn them (cf. 2:4). 
They thereby defame and disregard God’s law, which expressly forbids 
such slanderous condemnation.  

o judges the law. By refusing to submit to the law, slanderers place 
themselves above it as its judges. 

o 4:12 one Lawgiver. God, who gave the law (cf. Is. 33:22). He alone has the 
authority to save those who repent from its penalty, and destroy those 
who refuse to repent.” 

 
Reminders to Leaders: 

• This guide is to help you facilitate discussion with your Study Group.  
• Use it as a resource to lead your group in discovering and owning the truths of 

God’s Word.  
• There may be questions you do not want to use and there may be instances 

where you just want to focus on a particular point or truth.  
• Some questions may bring out emotions and cause people to dwell on their 

relationship with God. Your role is to facilitate this experience, not to complete 
the discussion guide.   

 
What are Groups? 
Groups at Boca Community fall into 4 categories: Study, Equipping, Serve or Outreach.  
Each group consists of 8-16 people who encourage, challenge and care for one 
another as they walk through life together. 
A full list of Groups can be found at bocacommunity.org/groups 
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