
 

 
 

Study Group: Leader Guide 
1 Samuel 1 – February 10th-16th 

 

CHECK-IN 
 
An opportunity to show authentic community as we share the struggles and celebrate the 
victories we’ve experienced in the last week.  
 
 

STUDY 
Main Topics: Fulfillment, Letting Go, Trust 
 
Read 1 Samuel 1 

• Why was it so devastating for Hannah to be barren? (see Leader Notes) 
• What different solutions do we see offered in verses 1-8 to fill Hannah’s sorrow? 
• What correlations do we see between Hannah’s desire for a son and Israel’s 

desire for a king? (see Leader Notes) 
• How does Hannah go from bitter weeping (v.10) to godly contentment (v.18)? 
• What does God say to comfort those who are broken? 
• Why do you think Hannah can freely give Samuel to the service to the Lord? 
• What does Hannah demonstrate by giving Samuel to the Lord? 
• What do these passages teach us about God? 

 
 

APPLY 
 

• How do we try to satisfy the need for God with things of earth? 
o Why are romance and sex often cast before us by the world as the answer 

to our sorrows?  
o What do those things of earth promise to you, compared to what they 

actually give you?  
• How have you been frustrated or disappointed with other “saviors” in your life? 

o Is there something you no longer want to have reign over your life? 
• When has God satisfied you before or without providing what you wanted? 
• What does it look like to live as though everything is God’s? 
• When have you found it difficult to follow through with a promise you made? 

 
 

CLOSE 
 
Which attributes of God did you see in this week’s passage? How should it change the way that 
you pray, think, speak or act this week?  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Leader Notes:  
 

• Devastating Barrenness 
o Agrarian Society 

§ More children meant more field workers. More workers meant more 
crops. More crops meant more food and income. More food and 
income meant a higher community status. 

o Care in Old Age 
§ Children were charged with caring for their father and mother when 

they grew to be elderly. The more children you had, the greater 
chance it was that you would have good care late in life. 

o Treated with Honor 
§ Men and women who had many children, particularly sons, would 

be held in great esteem. 
 

• Barrenness & Forsakenness 
o Oftentimes when individuals go through difficulty it can be tempting to 

question if God has forsaken them. If somebody is a Christian, Scripture 
teaches that God never forsakes them (Hebrews 13:5-6, Matthew 28:20).  

o This does not mean there are no earthly consequences for our sin. When 
we deviate from God’s design there are always consequences, but this 
does not mean that God has abandoned us and is unwilling to receive us 
when we repent and place our trust and hope in Him again. 

 
• Polygamy 

o Some use passages and family structures as seen in 1 Samuel 1 to argue 
that God is in favor of polygamy. We will encounter the reality of 
polygamy many times throughout 1 & 2 Samuel, but what Scripture does is 
highlight the consequences and disfunctions of any family that engages in 
this practice. We have a very clear example of this terrible situation in 1 
Samuel 1 between Hannah and her “rival”.  

o We believe that God says monogamous marriage is what one should 
pursue (Genesis 2:24 & Matthew 19:5). Just because Scripture describes a 
certain practice does not by any means indicate that it approves of that 
practice. If that were so, the Bible would approve of idolatry, murder, 
adultery and many other sins. 

 
• Desire for a Son and King 

o Both Hannah and Israel wanted lasting stability, status, happiness and 
prosperity. They both thought it could be achieved by something on earth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Reminders to Leaders: 
 

• This guide is to help you facilitate discussion with your Study Group.  
• Use it as a resource to lead your group in discovering and owning the truths of 

God’s Word.  
• There may be questions you do not want to use and there may be instances 

where you just want to focus on a particular point or truth.  
• Some questions may bring out emotions and cause people to dwell on their 

relationship with God. Your role is to facilitate this experience, not to complete 
the discussion guide.   

 
 
What are Groups? 
  
Groups at Boca Community fall into 4 categories: Study, Equipping, Serve or Outreach.  
Each group consists of 8-16 people who encourage, challenge and care for one 
another as they walk through life together. 
 
A full list of Groups can be found at bocacommunity.org/groups 
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