
 

 
 

Study Group: Leader Guide 
2 Samuel 12 – July 27th - August 2nd  

 

CHECK-IN 
An opportunity to show authentic community as we share the struggles and celebrate the 
victories we’ve experienced in the last week.  
 

STUDY 
Main Topics: Repentance, Confrontation, Consequences 
 
Read 2 Samuel 12 

• Why was Nathan willing to confront David? 
• Why is it important that Nathan appeals to God’s authority when he confronts 

David? 
• Why does God primarily say that David has sinned against Him in verses 9-10? 
• What surprises or comforts you about how God acts in this chapter? 
• How is it possible for God to be full of mercy and wrath? (see Leader Notes) 

o Example: David’s first child with Bathsheba is struck down by God but his 
second child is said to be loved by God. 

• Pastor Bill differentiated between the punishment of sin and the consequences 
of sin. Why is it important to clarify that Jesus came to eliminate the punishment 
of sin and not necessarily all consequences? (see Leader Notes) 

o Will the consequences of sin always be around?  
 
Read Psalm 51 

• What evidence do we see of true repentance from David in this psalm?  
• How is God’s salvation to be our greatest joy? 
• What’s one phrase from Psalm 51 that you would like to make your prayer this week? 

 

APPLY 
• In this chapter David was more than willing to condemn another man for his sin. 

Why are we oftentimes eager to point the finger at others but resist looking at 
ourselves? 

• How are all of us “the man” that Nathan accuses David to be? (see Leader Notes)  
• When have you seen repentance restore relationships, heal wounds, or 

transform a heart? 
• How can you tell when there is genuine sorrow for sin? 
• Take some time as a group to pray and repent before God for the different sins 

you give into. 
o Take some time to read and pray Scripture that speaks of God’s forgiveness.  

 

CLOSE 
Which attributes of God did you see in this week’s passage? How should it change the way that 
you pray, think, speak or act this week? 
 
 



 
Leader Notes:  
 

• Mercy and Wrath 
o It’s possible for God to be filled with mercy and wrath because He would not be a 

good God if He only had one or the other. If God only had wrath there would be 
no experiences of reconciliation, forgiveness, or second chances. That seems to 
describe a god that is only full of hatred, bitterness and judgment. If God only had 
mercy there would be no consistent peace, right living, or protection of life. 
Because if there is no punishment then it does not matter how anyone lives. You 
could commit your whole life to heinous actions and then still be shown mercy, 
which would only enable that person to do greater evil.  

o In order for God to be a good God He must have both mercy and wrath. 
 

• Punishment and Consequences 
o The primary problem we have with God is a spiritual issue that has physical 

consequences. It’s important to clarify Jesus’ primary purpose because if this is 
misunderstood the entire Gospel is changed.  

o If it is misunderstood that Jesus came to eliminate the punishment and the 
consequences of sin from humanity in this world, then we could expect to be 
free from death, tears, difficulty, or disease here on earth. This is a pillar of the 
prosperity gospel. This is not what Jesus tells us though. He says that we will 
have trouble in this life. John 16:33.  

o The consequences of sin and the results of the fall will be eliminated one day, but 
that day is when God makes all things new and we enter into eternity with Him. Only 
then will the consequences of sin be done away with.  

 
• Everyone is “The Man” 

o If we do not identify ourselves, along with David, as the rich man in Nathan’s story 
then we have missed the point of the passage. Each of us are individuals who 
deserve to be condemned to death due to the depth of sin within each of our 
hearts. None of us are above falling into sin like David did. Only by the grace of 
God have we not given into the same trap. 

o The point of this chapter is to help us understand the depth of our own failures, 
our need for a savior, and to propel us to repentance. 

 
Reminders to Leaders: 
 

• This guide is to help you facilitate discussion with your Study Group.  
• Use it as a resource to lead your group in discovering and owning the truths of God’s 

Word.  
• There may be questions you do not want to use and there may be instances where you 

just want to focus on a particular point or truth.  
• Some questions may bring out emotions and cause people to dwell on their relationship 

with God. Your role is to facilitate this experience, not to complete the discussion 
guide.   

 
What are Groups? 
  
Groups at Boca Community fall into 4 categories: Study, Equipping, Serve or Outreach.  
Each group consists of 8-16 people who encourage, challenge and care for one another as they 
walk through life together. 
 
A full list of Groups can be found at bocacommunity.org/groups 
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