
 

 
 

Study Group: Participant Guide 
Matthew 26-28 – April 5th-11th 

 

CHECK-IN 
 
An opportunity to show authentic community as we share the struggles and celebrate the 
victories we’ve experienced in the last week.  
 

STUDY 
Main Topics: Resurrection, Salvation 
 
Use passages in Matthew 26, 27 & 28 to guide your discussions. 
 

• How did Pastor Bill’s historical context and visual imagery help “color in” the events of 
Good Friday and Easter for you? (see Leader Notes) 

• Pastor Bill said Jesus was a substitute for Barabbas. Why did Jesus have to die? Why 
couldn’t God simply forgive our sins and avoid Jesus’ death? (see Leader Notes) 
(Matthew 27:15-26) 

• What do we learn about God through the stories of Peter, Mary, or the thief? 
• Why does the Gospel all hinge on the resurrection? 

o Why is it not enough to simply believe Jesus rose from the dead? Why must 
Jesus also be Lord of your life? (see Leader Notes) 

• How does the story of the thief on the cross encourage you? (Luke 23:39-43) 
 

APPLY 
 

• How did God speak to you on Sunday?  
o For some of you it was probably through the sermon but it could also have been in 

worship, in conversations with others, or during times of prayer. 
• Mary Magdalene refused to depart from Jesus but was near Him in each possible scenario 

during this story. What circumstances tempt you to not follow Jesus well?  
• Pastor Bill asked everyone, “Are you on the outside or are you on the inside?”. When in 

life have you been like Peter - seeing Jesus, watching Him, but not with Him? (Matthew 
26:69-75) 

o Are any of you on the outside right now? 
• When you think of the risen Christ what response does that create in you? 
• Simon of Cyrene was forced to pick up his the cross and follow Jesus. How have you 

been challenged to “take up your cross” this year? 
o How have other Christians around the world had to “carry their crosses”? 

• Pastor Bill said, “There are always people listening to you when you share the Gospel.” 
They just might not be the one you’re directly talking to. How does this encourage or 
convict you? 

• What would it look like for you to live a year that was completely centered on following 
Jesus well? 
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