Baplism

Baptism Class

Go therefore and make disciples... baptizing them... — Matthew 28:19

This study is designed to help you understand baptism by first reading what God says and then
learning what it means. Read each Scripture carefully and answer honestly.

PART 1: What Is Baptism?
READ

e Romans 6:3-5
e Colossians 2:12
® 2 Corinthians 5:17

DISCOVER FROM SCRIPTURE

1. What words describe what happens in baptism?

2. What events from Jesus’ life are connected to baptism?

3. What has happened to the person who is in Christ?

4. How does baptism picture death, burial, and resurrection?

5. What does “newness of life” mean in Romans 6:47?

WHAT SCRIPTURE TEACHES US
Baptism is a physical sign of a spiritual reality.

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death... — Romans 6:4



When someone goes under the water, it pictures:

e Jesus’ death
e Qur death to sin

When they come up, it pictures:

® Jesus’ resurrection
e Our new life in Him

Baptism does not save us, Jesus saves us. Baptism visibly declares what Jesus has already done. It is
a living picture of the gospel.

PART 2: Who Should Be Baptized?

READ

o Acts 2:37-41
e Acts 8:12

e Acts 8:34-38
e Acts 16:30-34

DISCOVER FROM SCRIPTURE

1. What happens first in these stories, belief or baptism?
2. Who is being baptized?

3. What do they all have in common?

4. What does it mean to “receive the word”?

5. Why do you think faith comes before baptism?

WHAT SCRIPTURE TEACHES US

In the Bible, baptism always follows personal faith.
So those who received his word were baptized... — Acts 2:41
Baptism is for people who can say: Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.

This is why our church practices believer’s baptism. Baptism is a response to saving faith, not a way
of creating it.



PART 3: Why Should a Christian Be Baptized?

READ

Matthew 28:18-20
Romans 10:9-10
Galatians 3:26-28

1 Corinthians 12:12-13

DISCOVER FROM SCRIPTURE

1. What command does Jesus give in Matthew 287

2. What does it mean to confess Jesus as Lord?

3. What does baptism say about a person’s identity?

4. How does baptism connect someone to God’s people?

WHAT SCRIPTURE TEACHES US

Baptism is the first act of obedience for a follower of Jesus.

Go...baptizing them... — Matthew 28:19

We are not baptized to become Christians.
We are baptized because we are Christians.

Baptism also publicly declares our faith and identifies us with Christ’s church.

PART 4: How Should Baptism Be Done?

READ

Matthew 3:13-17
John 3:23

Acts 8:36-39
Romans 6:4

DISCOVER FROM SCRIPTURE

1. What happens physically when people are baptized?



2. Where does baptism take place?
3. What movement do you see - into and out of the water?

4. Why does this fit the picture of burial and resurrection?

WHAT SCRIPTURE TEACHES US

The word baptize means to immerse.
They both went down into the water... — Acts 8:38

Immersion best shows:

® Burial with Christ
® Rising to new life
®* Complete cleansing
® A new beginning

Final Reflection: Am | Ready to Be Baptized?

Prayerfully consider:

®* Do | believe Jesus Christ is my Savior and Lord? (Romans 10:9)
® Have | turned from sin to follow Him? (Acts 2:38)
e Am | willing to publicly identify with Jesus? (Matthew 28:19)

Baptism does not require perfection. It’s a matter of faith and obedience.
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